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WHY | AM AN ANARCHIST. 


I am an Anarchist because Anarchy alone, by 
means of liberty and justice based on equal rights, 
will make humanity happy, and because Anarchy 
is the sublimest idea conceivable by man. It is, 
today, the summit of human wisdom, awaiting dis- 
coveries of undreamt of progress on new horizons, 
-as ages roll on and succeed each other in an ever 
"widening circle. 

‘Man will only be conscious when he is free. An- 

_archy will therefore be the complete separation 
between the human flocks, composed of slaves and 
tyrants, as they exist to day, and the free human- 
ity of tomorrow. As soon as man, whoever he 


may be, comes to power, he suffers its fatal influ- | 


ence and is corrupted ; he uses force to defend his 
person. He is the State, and he considers it a 


property to be used for his benefit, as a dog con- | 


siders the hone he knaws. If power renders a man 
egotistical and cruel, servitude degrades him. A 
slave is often worse than his master; nobody knows 
how tyrannous he would be as a master, or base as 
a slave, if his own fortune or life were at stake. 

To end the horrible misery in which humanity 
has always dragged a bloody and painful existence 
incites brave hearts more and: more to battle for 
justice and truth. The hour is at hand: hastened 
by the crimes of governors, the law’s severity, the 
impossibility of living in such circumstances, 
thensands of unfortunates without hope of an end 
to their tortures, the illusory amelioration of gan- 
erened institutions, the change of power which is 
vs iw change of suffering, and man’s natural love 

f lite: every man, like every race, looks around 
a see from which side deliverance will come. 

Anarchy will not begin the eternal miseries 
anew.  LTnmanity in its fight of despair will cling 
to it in order to emerge from the abyss. It is the 
ruseed ascent of the rock that will lead to the 
stuminit; humanity will no longer clutch at rolling 
stones and tufts of grass, to fall without end.- 

Anarchy is the new ideal, the progress of which 
nothing can hinder. “Our epoch is as dead as the 
ave of stone. Whether death took place yesterday 
or a thousand years ago, its vestiges of life are ut- 
terly lost. The end ‘of the epoch through which 
we are passing is only a necropolis full “of ashes 
and hones.4 

Power, authority, privileges—no longer exist for 

~thinkers, for artists, or for any who rebel against 
the common evil. Science discovers unknown 
forces that study will yet simplify. The disappear- 
ance of the order of tuings we see at present is 
near at hand. The world, up till now divided 
among a few- privileged beings, will be‘taken back 
by all. And the ignorant alone will be astonished 
ub the conquest of humanity ‘over antique beasti- 

ality. ee : 

I became definitely an ‘Anarchist when sent to 
stew Caledonia, on a state ship, in order to bring | 
me to repentance for having fought for liberty. 
und my companions were kept in cages. like lions 


| 


if 5 


or tigers during four months. We saw Hotline but 
sky ‘and water, with now and then the white sail 
of a vessel on the horizon, like a bird’s wing in the _ 
sky. This impression and the expanse were over-_ 
whelming. We had much time to think on board, — 
and by, constantly comparing things, events, and 
men; by having seen my friends of the Commune 
who were honest, at work, and who only. knew | 
to throw their lives into the struggle, SO 
feared to act ill; I came rapidly to the con 
that honest men in power are incapable 
dishonest ones are monsters ; that,it 1s 1 
to ally liberty with power, and. that a 
whose aim is any form of government W 
a delusion if only a few institutio 
everything is bound by indestructib 
old world, and everything must be uproote 
foundations for thé new world to 
be at liberty under a free sky. — 
Anarchism is today the end whic’ 
to attain, and when it has attaine 
ward from there to the edg 
which again as soon as it 
disclose another, and so on alwa 
is eternal. 
We must fight not only 
logic; that the disinherite 
every step of progress with the 
fit at last by the. supreme 
tered upon by human reason 
pair. It is necessary that th 
grander and more beautifu 
fictions. And should this id 
worth dying for. : 
That is why rT am an n AL ar 


“ ANARCHISM AND Socia 
tributing articles on this su 
we call the particular attenti 
that they willtake the nece 
with them. The purport of the 
to the best authorities, that An 
and that there is no contradic 
Hamon piles up quotations, and ind 
of information, with the desire 
readers should form their own conclus ) 
and earnestly done deserves hearty recog 
will only be doing the right and Por 
thorough cons oera ion 


relating to Socalign 3 in any of ie mary Ge ( 
at least to me at 132, Avenue de Clichy, Paris. 
booklets, papers, placards, pamphlets, songs, designs Ww. 
relating to Collectivism, Communism, Social-Democracy, - 
archism, or the working- class movement generally, no matter _ 
in what language, will be used for - “ Sociological Studies. — 
A. Hanon. 

New Pusttication. __B. H. Fulford, of Columbus: Junction, 
Iowa, U.S., has commenced to issue monthly. a series. of works, 
under the ‘general title of “Liberty Library,” which promise —__ 

_| tobe of good service to the cause in the States and elsewherc. | 
The books are in handy form, admirably printed, and sold at 
the uniform price of 5 cents. each. “The Historical, Philoso- 
~ phical, and Economical Rasis of Anarchy,” by William Holmes, 
and “ God and the State,” by Bakounine—the latter-having a 
preface by the editors and- translators, Carlo Cafiero and Elisee 
Reclus, are the first published. Se 


LIB 


ATancu, 1896. 


Common Misconceptions of Anarchism. 


That a false conception of the ol Jects and methods of 
Anarchism should exist/in the mind cf the 
woman is hardly to be wondered 
from which they mostly derive 
the lying capital 


average Man or 
at. when we consider the source 
their information: I refer to 
ist press, the function of whose writers seems 
; to be, as “Cynicus”’ once naively put it, ‘to make something 
~ out of nothing, and more out of less.” An accident oeeurs on 
«a ship laden with dynamite, resulting in its destruction, and 
the press, the truthful press, immediately 
credit. 


plotting outrage. Once again let us briefly explain our position 
with regard to the question of violence. That a comparatively 
ins*gnifivant few Anarchists, driven to desperation by poverty 
and oppression, should sometimes resort to the use of violence 


secs, to some people, proof conclusive that anarchism and | the production of the necessar 
It istrne | to work they would be for 


outrage are necessarily connected. This is not so. 
we have no word of blame for those unfortunate victims of 
society who have been driven to a policy of revenge, but still at 
the same time we do not counsel violence. We point out in- 
cessantly that, so long as society 18 organised on its present 
basis of inequality, resulting in extreme luxury on the cne 
hand, and starvation and misery on the other, so long will 
society reap the fruits of its own unwise, tyrannous, and mono- 
polistic actions. — 

Anarchy, we are told, means disorder and coufusion, and 
this false interpretation of the word is mainly the reason for 
the belief that violence is part and parcel of Anarchism. The 
word Anarchy means simply “without government.” Govern- 
ment means constraint, compulsion; Anarchy means without 


constraint, without compulsion—FREEpom, the renioval of all | perfect, then the lawin 


restrictions to the liberty of the individual. The commen 


belief that disorder must necessarily ensue on the cessation of | therefore we say, give absolut 


government, is based on the erroneous assumption that order 
reigns in our existing society. Where is the ‘order’ in a 
society where thousands die annually from starvation, overwork, 
and preventible disease? Is it “‘order’’ whi h forces our sisters 
to accept a life of prostitution to supplement their terribly 
insufficient wages? Ninety per cent. of workmen, the actual 
producers of-all wealth (according tu Frederic, Harrison), have 
no home that they can call their own beyond the end of a week, 
have no bit of soil, or so much as a room tbat belongs to them ; 
have nothing of value except-a little furniture—searcely enough 


| 


pected loss brings them face to face with hunger and pauperism. | 
1s this order? Then chavs and confusion are preferable. 
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creased, and the punishments of law been re 


Yes, Anarehy is Order! — ‘This sounds hike a paradox to un- 
thinking peoples They cannet conceive of orcer existing: in 
society, apart from the policeman’s baton aa the soldier's 
bayonet. Firstof all, let us ask ourselves why have we these 
organised forces of police and soldiery nour midst 5% Vo keep 
order,” is the instantanecus reply. Ah, but is that the real 


ratio, has crime diminished. 


are prepared for it— then will the necessit 
judges and policeman, and the rest, cease, f 
no use for them, — | 

One of the commonest misconception 
archists, in common with all Soeiali 
property. Such a notion is indeed t: 
here. What we do say is that, ur 
dom— such as we propose, wor 
voluntarily associate for the ] 
commodities, the members of 


created shall be distributed. 

Some people think that without the 
would not work—thut society wou 
A strange idea, indeed! For 


to live. It is the burden 
which men toil today thi 
much as possible: but 
sharing alike the buarc 
pleasurable exercise fron 
ing. 
Another miseoncept 
body to one dead ley 
an ideal, but most : 
because we know thet 
dispositions that we s 
late every action of e¢ 
as Our Opponents say 
represent them in Parli 
of the people” merely a 


there is why allajaw shou 
to their own desires and wishes, 
Anarchism, which proposes the u 
pulsion and subjection. 
Some Socialists vo far misunderstand 
that in order to realise our aims we have- 
ballot and the bullet. Repudiating, as 1 
humbug, we say there are other means than a re 
violence. The labonr question is an economi 
consequently can only be settled by econom 
political ; that is to say, by means of a gene 
ean be carried out with very little violence, or in f 
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that Anarchism can only exist with Comminisin,—that we must j | and soul of the movement, ae a peal poke 
have the latter or the former cannot exist. This isa false | every where. Parties were not 50 rigidly. defined 


position. There is no “must have” in Anirchism. We = 
preach freedom, and freedom alone, leaving each to doas he | as-nowadays, and Charles—though looked upon as 


Wishes, cunviuced that each in his way will act for the good of , an extremist —was a favourite with Anarchists and 
all. We do not propose to force our Communisie on an un- |) Social Democrats alike. Though a conyinced An- 
willing people; we should by so acting be false to our prin- archisty he was not fond of petty cavilling, nor did 


ciples. Neither do we think that the mere abolition of the | : 
State will do everything desired. But what we Ay gay is, that he display the airs and graces of the superior per- 


. by abolishing the State—the instrument we | Son over people who were not so advanced. Per- 

“shall open up the way for the full and unrestriv ital liberty of | haps this was the reason that, though | he was not 
f 

the individual to act in whatsoever way he chooses. Thus, | ay orator, he made more conv Site to hic ideas than 


when government is removed from our pith, those of the same_ i. 
ideas will Coop rate together voluntarily to put them) into prac- ee other Anarchist. Charles was “a good fel- 


tice. We shul then see a number of systems in operation— | low,’’ everyone li ked him, and thus it was in towns 
here Commuisism, there Individualism, and so on; for it is | (ike Norwich aud Giiotield the very sentres ot 
only by actu’! exparience thit the worth of any system can he reaction —a large group gathered ar sind i if 


| 

| 
proved, and practicability and usefulness will decide the fittest | 
to survive. - It may be that we think Communism, when seen | 
in vperation by the ‘side. of other systems, will prove the most 
economical and practical, and will therefore be copicd by sees | 
who probaly have witnessed the failure of their own ideas | | 
practice, a: ad Communism therefore in the end will prevail: | 
This, I say, may be our belief, but only experience can prove tle 
worth of it. 

“What would you do with the outragers of women?” a: ks 
an opponent. Never fear, means will most assuredly be devised 
to deal with such persons, without- the expensive machinery of |- 
law and governmeut and the horde of officials which they | 
necessarily engender. 

“But you would destroy the sacred institution of marriage,” 
shrieks the pious moralist, in tones of holy horror. Pcor 
fellow! To his mind there is no alternative to marriage Lut 
universal prustitution, But is there really any difference | e- 
twegn marriage and prostitution P Only this: that the prosti- | 
tute sells herself for a night and the majority of married 
women for a lifetime. Both do it for a living. If it is immoral 
in the one case, it is infinitely more so in the other. We preach 
free love, not free license, as we preach freedom in all other 
matters. Lf a couple really love each other, what need of the 
law to foree them to cohabitation The marriage laws are an 
absurdity. | 

In conclusion, we appeal to all seekers after truth, to all 
classes, men and women alike, to study the subject of Anarchism : : . 
betore condemning it. Let them not be misled by abuse and « He was born in Nory 
misrepresentation, Jet them cast aside all prejudices and to the sect of Dissen: 
ask themselves es oe ae that ces oe eae the Anabaptists—th 
severe in promulgating their ideas, in spite of persecution, 
calumny, the prison, and the gallows. It will an probably days of the Retormati 
cross their ninds tiat there wust be sumething worth working nist, aad he showed 1 


for in Anarchisin. Wacrer C. Harr. he beheved in his theories 
a sinall fortune, left him 
= gating DOC alisin, though - 

ERED CHARLES. | — still more in heiping thos 


eee: 
A few years ago there would Lave been no need Those were lively days i 
to write bhe life of Fred Charles, for there was no ; unemployed in January of 


one better known and loved in our movement. | our Comrade } Mowbray re 
Dut change is constant in a revolutionary move- | labour at the hands of Justic 


ment, and now there are many in ourranks who ; — Afterwards, when Carles | came W 
do nob remember the stormy days of ’87, or those | ’88, he threw the same energy and entha ge ie 
stirring meetings in memory of the Chicago Anar- | to the movement, and still more apparent was his 
chists, in November ‘88, when Morris, Kropotkin, kindliness of disposition. 1 have often seen him 
Mrs. Parsons, Cunninghame Graham, and John | cacao lone men, who were starving and spirit- 
Burns addressed crowded audiences full of revo- | less, and give them a good dinner at the place 
lutionary enthusiasin, and Socizlists and Anarchists where he-had his meals. If Charles gave, it was 
forgot disputes about petty points of principle in | not ‘charity’ but the kindly help éxtouded: from 
the ceneral hope that the revolution that all desired | one comrade to another. ‘I -have known him,” 
was i hand. It was : those davs that Pred | said KdWard Carpenter, ‘to have his weck’s wages 
Charles was active in the movement, and there | in- his pocket at midday on : re 
were few Socialists in London who ‘did not know | night to be without a Oe 
the careless, gay, kindly, young man, who was the fat a away to those who were in need.” ~ 
secretary of the Sociahiet Lea ue, He wae the Hfe Lrid 1b 16 “this an in, Who Was So ready to help 


~~ expired ? 
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others, who now needs help. He is alone and 
friendless in a great criminal prison, exposed to all 
_ the brutality which law and authority has always 
shown'to the true lovers of the people. Will his 
old comrades forget him, will they let him lie in 
prison until the last moment of his sentence has 
No, surely not, when those who do not. 
hold our ideas are ready with their help and sym- 
pathy. Let us make up-our minds that if Charles 
and his companions still remain in a living tomb, 
it shall not be our fault, but that we will work our 
hardest to unlock the prison gates and let the Op- 
pressed zo free. ~ Davin Nicouu. 


AN INTERVIEW WITH MERLINO, 


In an interview with a representative of the 
Pungolo Parlamentare (of Naples) F. S. Merlino 
——lately released from his confinement at Monte- 
sarduo—says that he is in a neutral position, being 
neither in agreement with the Individualists, nor 
In sympathy with the Authoritarian Socialists. 
Being in this neutral position, he is able to. ex- 
amine impartially the burning questions that sur- 
round the Socialist movement, and to sound them 
thoroughly—as far, he adds, as his own intelligence 
allows. He is glad to find, by penetrating further 
into the question, a rational conciliation of many 


dissensions and the solution of many apparent | 


difficulties. | 

Asked to define the principal divergences be- 
tween Anarchists and Socialists, he said that the 
idea of Anarchism is opposition to government, 
authority, and centralisation in the Socialist 
schemes, and in short is a corrective to Authori- 


tarian or Utopian Socialism. 


When (he continued) all conservative writers,/ 


from Mazzini downwards, denounced the French 
Communist secis, those among Socialists who did 
not wish to incur such a reproach founded Anar- 
chist Communism, or Socialism. Now-a-days, 
however, no Socialist dreamed of a State as pos- 
sessor of all wealth, and as organiser of industries 
and distributor of work and rewards. ‘T'he aim of 
Anarchist propaganda might therefore in a great 
degree be said to have been reached. _  e 

Today (says Merlino) the great difference lies 
between Individualist-Anarchists and  Socialist- 
Anarchists. Between the last and the so-called 
Marxists the principle difference is one of method, 
the first-being revolutionists and the latter parla 
mentarians : moreover the difference is not so deep- 
nor so constant as is often thought: it is partly a 
question of temperament, too, and of opportunity. 

In answer to a turther question, Merlino said he 
_ thought a, union between the two seetions Was | 
quite impossible. By: y Come bo | 
terms, and, in his opinion, never would. Phere | 
was a practical incompatibility between revolution: | 
ary tactics and parliamentary or legalist tactics. | 
Anarchist outrages, attempts at revolt, and the | 
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They had never realiy come to many, but notable men who militate in 
of Sociaudism are now so numerous thet it wo 


‘Thus arose dissensions, accusations, and reciprocal 


rn 
rnc et tn oan nn 


aS O f the most it nportant an en 1 n the ‘ 
| Anatchist movement Merlino said: 1 


09” 
display of a revolutionary spirit did_harm to an | 
electoral novement, and that movement in its turn 
enticed away members from the party of action. 


recriminations; and they would never grow less, 
but would rather increase, unless a crisis occurred 
of a nature so acute as to compel legalists to be- 
come revolutionists. FL 
Merlino gives his views on the Soci 
ment in England, Germany, France, Belgiu 
In England (he says) the movement is a wor _ 
class movement—a class struggle. ‘The S. D. FL 
made its name in the unemployed agitation o / 
and reached the height of its power in the | 
strike. In Germany the movement is, abov: 
intellectual. ‘I shall never forget (I 
impression made on me when I took 
meetings at Monaco and at Berlin 
sorts of philosophical questions wer 
the working-class meetings. ‘“A1( 
the working-class are incapable 
is no philosophical or economic 
difficult, that they cannot snecee 
ing.” The Anarchist idea ha 
an important future in. 
“The Independents—th 
ed ground in Germany, ] 
land. I know that t 
Marxists at the coming Lor 
lino thinks these Labour ¢ 
of Parliamentary assembl 
and backstairs plots; and 
action of the Socialist d 
have, he thinks, exercise 
party, converting 16 mm 
Continuing to reply 
Merlino said . I sho 
of ideas, not only am 
groups and associati 
ly leave a trace of t 
an idea or of a party 
llusions that many he 
and furthermore it 1 
dency that looks upe 
it would be a muistak 
to consent to the abo 
necessary, according 
hy step every action t 
the struggle must take 


se 
1 


lous persecutions © 


considered such ont 
the blind--anud feroe 
ments. 
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impossible for me to name them. Beside 
we are no longer at the beginning of the mover: 
when -every talented man who appeared on th 


‘ 


scene gave a new direction avd personal stamp to 
the movement. Now the bulk of the system is 
formed, and Socialism has become a popular 
movemeni; and the greatest’ thinkers can bring 


but slight modifications to ideas, and instead of 


leading they are influenced by the impulses of the 
_ Masses. 


\ 


ee 


_ Merlino, it is alerted: has just begun a work 
in which he intends to make his present position 
in. the Social movement known, and to give ample 
justification for it. a 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. 


One thing is very certain: when Herbert Spencer 


some years ago described Socialism as the coming | VeTY far off when i 


slavery he spoke as a true prophet. ven in its 


inception, the antics of the wire-pullers—hungry principle of Anarchism 


for office—in suppressing all opinion but their own 
in the so-called representative congresses, amply 
justify Spencer’s deduction. 
all is to behold the Hyndmans, the Avelings, and 
the rest ot the happy family, trying to keep 
straight face when they are disavowing the Social- 


ism of Bismarck. Why Bismarck is not-in it with the columns of 


them ! 


Of course the Socialists have a perfect right to 
have a congress of their own, and to exclude, in 
good old parliamentary fashion, all those who 
happen to disagree with their proposals. But when 
they get up u bogus congress, falsely claiming to 
represent the working class: and when, further- 
more, they act upon this arrogant presumption, 
and seek to mould the political machine to their . 
antedeluvian projects—which consists in nothing 
else than the replacing of economic competition 
by political competition, it is nearly time the work- 
ing class uttered a protest: 


2 
oe 


Whether economic competition under free con- 
ditions is a good thing or not, there can be no two 
opinions uhcut the badness of political competition. 
~The forn.er certainly acts without individual pre- | 
ference ; 
political competition (which is nothing else than | 


the scramble for office in order to exploit the work- the novel above mentioned. 


- \ 
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The richest joke,of fair sample of the jou 


a | not only solicits for 


it is no respecter of persons. But in| Wallace, and Sidney Webb, the latter of 
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ing class) all the vilest qualities of that vilest of 
‘men, the politician, is brought into-play, and merit 
has no chance. Only trickery, corepue double- 
dealing. survive. 
We hasten to ooneratilate Keir Hardie on larg 
arrived at the conclusion that it is ‘‘a wise deci- 
sion” that excludes Anarchists from th 
coming Workers Congress. If.we hurr: 
with the assumption | that Hardie had 
reasons for coming to his concl n 
from excessive modisty like to't rust. them 
his readers, the step is taken with just a 
caution. Perhaps Hardie has looked the st 
_all round before making up his mind, (and 
that ‘perhaps’ with the utmost courte ; 
so why should he desire to ha e su 
cussed in his paper, and why, in 
he ask (in terms which are li 
sult) for a two-column artic] 
Kropotkin? Has friend Har 
stage of mental developm nt 
désoribe as being in ‘posses 10 
but which most men 
wherein the holders the 
cocks, and shift their po 
passing breeze? Is he 
may possibly show up the 
which the Social Democra' 
over this Congress 2? 


the part of Socialists to noeeys 


Keir Hardie’s Teen 
ling in the United. 
also asks other 


clined to respon 
and send him 
copy, too—fo 
columns. Of 
upon a time 
Anarchists were 
tempt? by Ke 
rosity is part and 
principles. The 
who knows but that, i 
Keir Hardie may be. I 
stream instead of griml 


It is fnbaresting to jena th Mi 8 ] 
author of the Socialist romance. . 
was in 1884 a member of the Harps ad 
Club, a group of Socialists who met at M 
‘son’s (who was then editing Freedom) to study t: 

works of Karl Marx, and in this. way became ac- 
-quainted with G. B. Shaw, Sidney Ollivier, Graham — 


said to have been theZcounterpart of the fiero i Ib 
That. such a ee 
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powerfully influenced and moulded Miss Brooke’s 
future life is not to be wondered at: that she has 
i Webb—if only in fic- 
tion—with any of the qualities of a hero, stamps 


been able to invest, Sidney 


her at once as a woman of imagination and genius. 


re ee 


Our memory cannot recollect the time when 
~<- political frauds were so big or so rampant as in 
this year ’96. In every direction the old game 
ot ‘‘ Heads I win, tails you lose” ) 
with an audacity that is astounding. And the 
players are the classes and the masses. The latter 
are apathetic or asleep, and the former are as wide 
awake, as active, and as ferocious as mosquitoes. 


__ The Britishers are being bamboozled with the 
idea that it is necessary to spend some millions on 
warships, guns, bayonets, etc. 


ture must be incurred in order to protect trade and 


has any objection to paying increased rates, and 
jie will answer quickly “Certainly I have: I pay 
more now than I can afford.” 
test ends. 


~——an easy prey for the politicians. 


That Stock Exchange gamblers, office and pen- 


sion seekers, and the like, who act as catspaws to | 
the governing classes, should become obtrusively the at - 
| thinking) than 
_ would produce 
| the plot and tk 
| following up 


patriotic at every opportunity requires no explana- 
tion; but why, oh why should the working and 
small trading classes play the fool and the idiot— 
get all the kicks and none of the ha’pence ? 


It is true the so-called leaders of public opinion 
are doing their level best to mislead everyone who 
listens to them. There is that political trickster, 
Lord Rosebery, talking about the British Empire 
as “‘a commonwealth of nations united by the 


Crown,” and the necessity for ‘‘a predominant | 


navy,’ and also. asserting that ‘‘ there never was 
an occasion when faith in the empire was so great 
or so general as now.’ Cardinal Vaughan goes a 


assigned by Providence to the British Empire.” 
Unfortunately not many of the very persons who 
are able to estimate such balderdash at its proper 
value have the courage to act up to their opinions, 
and they excuse themselves with the plea that as 

individuals they aré powerless. Where is_ 


_‘ commonwealth of nations’’- so gliby mentioned | ques’ 
by Rosebery? Why not even Secretary Chamber- | 
lain, with all bis newly acquired knowledge of | 
geography, would be able,to give to such an “airy 
nothing a local habitation.’’ Lord Selborne con- 


LIBERTY. 


| ___Is the lying y 
is being played | 
| 


The “dailics’— |}. Ne and bocnces 
Tory and Radical—tell their readers the expendi- | patnpoozle ang aan : 


But there the pro- | 
Get Britishers together, if only the | 
scriptural “two or three’’, and they become patriots 


| Journey of Pres 


little further, and speaks of ‘‘the great position | 


tradicts his brother peer, by saying tha 
philosophers have been ‘‘trying”—on 
cement the empire by a constitutions 


ee 


And of evils much the greatest 


He, who speaki 


Straight, outspoken 
Seeing these and oth 
Proclaims Beelzebub 


too. A short time si 


commerce, and the lie is accepted as gospel truth. | en Nee 
Some Britishers believe everything their daily | borrowing money fr 
papers tell them. Ask any one of these people to | national Gash box 
give a reason for the faith they profess, and they | : 


cannot. ‘Take the first dozen men from any public | 
thoroughfare, and ask ea¢h One separately if he. - 


And for ‘governors 
cal description the m 
grateful. Should the 


The French po 


sufliciently notices 
the attention of Ei 


by arresting 
archists. 
their old tr 
a large numb 
for documen 

complete fai 

frightened, not 
President Faure 


| a farce the whol 


dent, plottin 
polluting priests 


sion? ~ 


opy of th 
ists’ has 


oN 


s 


- degenerate, the result is mental and moralidiotcy. The*princi- 


Our readers will be pleased to hear that Comrade William 


~ Comrade Kropotkin has experienced a little more of ae 
: cluding Republicans—to men of his calibre. He started on a | 
_ visit to Paris, but got no farther than Dieppe, at which place | 

{ 

| 
‘against him, that he must at once re-embark for England, and 
-that if he refused he would be taken into eustedy. He failed 
"to obtain permission to remain for a vight in an hotel without 


enable them to occupy, = * 


i} = : : LIBERTY. : _Mazce, 1896. 


Mission—be the act voluntary, or otherwise: for he who entitled Carink Songs,” by Amy Morant, hic we ope = wit 

voluntarily submits becomes not less a slave, a brute, and in _iustity a favourable review. 
his turn a tyrant; he abdicates his position as an intel- | — oe 
lectual being by submitting beforehand to majority decisions; | Henry Laboucliere, AG Truthfal Toma, says “ks aie 
and as all parts of a living organism which are not used | are a considerable number of the members of the | House of 
| Commons cannot be independent. They have not the mean to 

ples of Anarchism must not be adulterated, or, to use an | pay for their election, -and their ability | to. sit in the nex 
Americanism, ‘ whittled ‘down”’, not even to neet the urgent =| liament depends on their subserv viency in the present Par 
exigencies of propaganda, ogt Sh ace 65 tment.” This is very rough on some of TT. % 
— legislators. 


Of eourse we do not for one moment question the right of | 
the few comrades who have issued this manifesto to act as they | 
have done. Possibly their object was to benefit the movement. 
If so, they would have acted more wisely had they been more Committee was held on Sunday, the Ist ins 


careful in the drawing up of their printed statement. It is, | Hall, Strand, London, more than 100. delega 
to put it very mildly, somewhat misleading to announce this | q. Lansbury occupied the: chair. A permanent 
| 


¢ 


The second Délepats Meeting of the s First of May oO 3 


manifesto as having been unanimously accepted-at more than | the provisional—.committee was appoint 
one meeting of London Anarchists, without at the same time} circulation was adopted. It was furth 
honestly and ex; licitly stating that the meetings in question that the following should be the fir 


“ce 
were of- the smallest possible dimensions. More however cn ee cee to Ter tlneee 
this subject need scarcely be said, as, in all probability, the | with them their determination to 
authors of the manifesto have by this time seen the folly of | capitalism, and establish by. thei 
their unwise and ill-considered tactics, and that such things | tional cooperative commonw alt 
must discredit the cause. *| of industry will be owned and c 
sie _ munities, and equality of opport: nl 


healthy, happy, human lives.” 


Morris, who has been very ill, is decidedly better, and that his ‘Comrade Quinn, writing: atl 


- doctor is hopeful as to his complete recovery. reports: Among the Anarchi 
aoa ; executive were Turner, Quin , . 
withdrew ; Caplan got for 40 vo’ 
but as it required about 58 v 
appointed ; their nominations wer 
the members of the I. L. P. 
forward to be spoken to on Ma 
general terms, and sufficient, 
speaking to it. But the secon 

suggestion I made for a 
ported by Amy Merant and R 


“kindly ecnsideraticn” so often given by the authorities—in 


‘he was informed that a decree of expulsion had been issued 


_ being uncer police surveillance, and was in other ways treated 7 
so discourteously that he decided on returning at once. He The Creat S 
quitted France without acecmplishing the otject for which he 
had left home, namely, pane ica! os tel oe Seymour! aa bon. ccc 
Jean Grave’s journal, Lut bis visit thoroughly frightened the | wij Thorhe, ae sce. 6 


French authorities. | coming International € 


The follo wing ‘corresp 


Rolf Clayton writes suggesting the desirability of, providing 
free meals for the children att«nding Board Schools. He says _ Dear Sir,—I am neque te 
a committee has been forined for the Chelsea. Division for the | permission to be rep 
purpose of pressing forward a consideration of this subject. We | International Labour C 
should support heartily a movement for feeding the London Mr. W. Thorne. 
chidren who are now foodless, but it would have to be a move- 
ment on very different lines to those indicated in Comrade 
Clayton’s letter. The School Board is doing the work it has in Dear Sir, j may say, in reply 
hayd im a manner most unsutisfactorily: indeed the system “Unions and Sogalc organisations 
thay work on is more adapted for producing cads and _prigs International. — Fraternall VO 


thi 1 for assisting children to develope into intellectually inde- -H. Se) moun 
Vi n dent men and women. We would rather see the School Board 
“abolivhed than see its powers increased in any direction what- 
-ever. 4a by independent and voluntary action we can today _ Dear Sir,—I am ete be my 


feed a few hungry children—and acting individually, and not ‘the receipt of your letter of the 20th ult., a 
hi h tt ih a making application to be- epresented 
either in groups or through committees, somethiiig may be Congress, stay did 80. under a “entire 


dcene—let us do so, rather than associate in action with the very 
Yp ciple who are: the main cause of the poreity and misery. 


De erading: 
purents were in the pantie a Atal state of society would in TS name of Tao aE. which (homes Take organisations : 
| which have outgrown the antiquated policy of the strike, anc 
ee rejected the erecd of Karl Marx, might have an oppo tunity to _ 
ee eee | present their views. —Respectfully yours, S 
From the Roiburghe Piess will shortly be issucd a work | Mr. W. Thorne. 
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KENWORTHIAN Locic CRITICISED. 


Comrade Kenworthy eoeetis at my being amused at his 


assertion about orthodox POSTS of the gospel reading “black | 
I certainly was amused, as the | 
thought crossed my mind, that the orthodox might just as | 
_readily charge him with “heterodox pervertion” and with | 


where they should read white.” 


‘equally good reason from their point of view, and believe as 
honestly in their assertion as our friend undoubtedly does in 


LIBERTY, 


| 


Lis. And I Onis I might be even more amused if it were 
not “so serious’’ a’mattcr, when he—instead of attempting to | 


prove his assertion that “mcn are the creation of an all- power. 
ful, all wise, and all- loving being” —evades his incumbent duty 
as an affirmer, of giving me proofs of his assertion, and in 


place thereof suggests that Iam mentally deficient—suggests | 


that my condition is analagows to that of a blind man, with 


whom it is useless to discuss a question of colour, or similar to | 


that of the prove. bial Scutchman who needs a surgical opera- 
tion before he can appreciate a joke, or be convinced of a truth 
that runs counter to his prejudiced convictions. I earnestly 
ask if this is a manly way, or one likely to help an opponent to 
uppreciate and thus give fullest consideration to the matter 
under discussion. All wust answer, It is not manly—it will 
and must terminate free and earnest discussion. 

In place of argument our comrade only reasserts dogmat- 
ically what he calls “the first great fact of life’. Iam willing 
to admit it to be a fundamental “belief” of Christians, but 
deny it to be an incontrovertible fact. It is not my place to 


give at this stage my reasons for denying his affirmation: it is | 


for him, he being the affirmer, to give his reasuns and the 
evidence he has for his beliefs, and not to think that to ‘anerely 
mention” them is sufficient. 

Then again when he reasserts his second great fact, “the 
life hereafter,’ he adds “and article of belief.” One sees at 
once how confused his concepts of knowledge and belief are. 
Matters of knowledge can be demonstrated ; matters of belief 
are not demonstrable, but are accepted or rejected according as 
the evidence affects each individual mind. J admit a life here- 
after is a Christian belief, and some think they have evidence 


that compels their belief, but I deny it to be a fact, or a matter” 


of knowledge, z.e. demonstrable, as it would be if it were 
knowledge. 

Our comrade, instead of attempting anything like a scientific, 
logical, and therefore a reasonable line of arguinent, ot pro- 
ducing his proofs, simply asks“ Has our Comrade Parris never 
read the-story of the death and resurrection of Jesus.” 1 
aanswer “ Yes, over and over again,” aud I freely adiit that in 
and uucritical years I beheved it; but why? Be. 
cuuse Wy parents, my loved and trusted teackers, tuld me my 
salvation depeuded on my believing it.” When, however, my 
critical facuities becanie developed, I necessarily subjected my 
belief to a critical investigation, and I then fuund there was not 
sufficient evidence of thé truth of the story to compel my beief. 


wy earlier 


‘Tis led me further to investigute the origin of Christianity, — 
and my studies compelled me to reject the whole thitg as | 
Of course if any fresh evi- | 


_ utterly without bistoric evidence. 
dence is forthcoming, I, Wishing to be strictly honest, 


shall 


alwave Le open to msider such eviden.e. 7” aa 


I must, however, disabuse our frieud’s mind of an 
tion that is purely gratuitous, viz., 
have deluded’. me. I can assure i that fur once he has made 
& most egregioas mistake. Anyone knowing ime at all, or who 
has heard me lecture, would sual say,“ You don't know 
Touzeau Parris.” 

With regard to the word “supernatural”, 


af avals 


Gt. DL used it most certainly in contradistinetiea te 


assump | 
that “the comnientators | 


cal 
I do not see why 
Comrade Kenworthy should doubt. if he nnderstands my use af | | 


jivered: by Compades Tochatti 
oamecting 
qtmber of LAURER TY. 


mee) 


Sund ries: 


Brieetyers 


383 
But I have good reason to doubt our frivnd’s meaning when be 
refers me to the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection, an { 
then implies by his after remarks that this story of the resu! - 
rection is purely natural, and not in any sense supernatural. 
His reference to ghosts being natural phenomena will uot hel} 
him to naturalise the gospel story, for Jesus is represented as 
saying, “a ghost has not flesh and bones as ye see me have.” 
Then, lastly, the stafement with regard to Christian civilisn- 
tion never having been tried, is not true. It may not. have 
been ees in that teal bonny which S might denomin 


lights flrought pure aad true Grice ™ Bat i in each 

was a arisérable failure. And we have no indication that a 
conceivable form of Christianity, not even | 

sort, would do what we Auarehist-S 


Socal: 
for. : 


-ANancuist ComMITTK 


The growing agitation against the e 
political delegates from tbe Titenteuon 
reached such a pitch as to provoke « 
columns of the collectivist press. 
the Clarion, refers to the Organising C aL 
of the Zurich resolution as “caus 
amongst our French comrades. 
ports the claims of Anarchis 
take part in the coming cong 
opinion of the I. Ll. P. at large 
say ec uaeto of fair-minded 


be posuiuded. and a heavy foe 
ule endeavour lo be the pol 


igdoblé failure. 
guration of a neridah af fp 
archist standpoimt. It wi 
Firstly, the undemable and 
principle of non-participa 
gigantic and brutal instrur 
degradation — government 
Anarchist policy of pre 
The public arrangem 
Committee have been car 
ist month. 
The Variety Coneert at t 
Was a thoroughly — enjoyi 
sentinientel, ditmourous, a 
mandolne, a cornet, step 
recitations hy J. Ni coll: 
this destrab.e eal 
A Public Me oting of 
the Labour Hall, Cannon-s 
speeches in hnglish and Ye 
Organising Comumittce were: side 
thoroughly considered. 
On Monday, 2nd inst., a good « sie d¢ 
Imperial Assembly. Rois, and « series of sp 
Caplan, Qu 


Leggatt, ‘and Presbury. 
Preparations are now b 
full particulars t 


ng made for 
which wl) 
The following 1s ne statement 
Mareh 2od:: 

toler Psy Sundr ‘ 


Of ree ei ta 


ImperiehAssembly Rooms collect Ls de. Louwt 5 
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As. 7d. Expendituie —lrinting 
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thein: the smallest straw will indicate the direc- 


Bee Man: 


; cE any form whatsoever—even that of a 
VE SAUDATION OF FORO | And if so, should the “authorities” b 


Events do sometimes cast their shadows before | blat : Have not. chese | ‘sal 


tion in which the stream is running. Mere truisms | drag ‘‘force” to the front—to place 
these; but they will serve as an introduction. The | est ‘of pedestals, and to ask the multit 
event of the past month has been the arrival in | down’and worship the idol they have m 
this country of the leader, if not the instigator, of | graven? Why should they complai. 


“the recent invasion of the territory of the South | should Sir John Bridge be 


African Republic—Dr. Jameson. ‘The British | and accuse thé approvers : 
‘Poet Laureate’s unpoetical effort to make a hero | Jameson) of wishing to ‘‘bring the 

of the medical-political-commercial fillibuster, has | into contempt’? What was Lor 
)éen succeeded by the drivel of certain musichall when, on receiving the troops who 
rhymsters, and by the speeches and writings of tured from Kumasi, he used thi 
Jingoes generally ; to all these outward and visible | had had no bloodshed and no fig 
sigus has been appropriately added the applause of | to say that a great number o: 

a considerable number of people whose chief char- | sorry for it.” We may 

acteristic is their power to shout ‘hurrah’ and | Wolseley gets some £500) a 

throw up their hats. | ; of force. The British ratepay 


And the reasons for all this commotion ? What | but is not permitted to ery ‘h 
are they, and on what grounds are they based ? ning the risk of being accus 
Dr. Jameson was the duly appointed executive the name of his countr 


officer of certain powers granted by the British But we are in no mo 
Government to a company of capitalists formed for | the authorities—fron the 
developing the resources of a clearly defined terri- | little Bridge. We are m 
tory in the south of Africa. Stepping outside these | at them and the highh 
powers he got together an armed force, and de- | they find themselves. 
liberately, secretly, and without warning, inva-| serve their contortions as 
ded the country of the Boers, and went as far as | @ gallows of their ow. 
he could towards destroying the authority of a 
covernment with which the British Government 
is on friendly terms. His invasive action-—his 
appeal to force, was frustrated. He and his brother 

fillibusters were apprehended, and today they are 
prisoners (on bail) Waiting to be tried for a breach. 
vf the Foreign Kulistment Act—than which (in the 
words of Sir John Bridge) ‘‘there cannot be a 
graver offence charged against men; it 1s a crime 
of the highest possible gravity.” 

It has been pleaded that Dr. Jameson simply 
responded to an appeal by certain British residents 
in Johannesburg, who said that their lives and 
property were in imminent danger. It has on the | merely calling atte 
other hand been said that if such an appeal was | some fifty Boers. 
made there were no legitimate grounds for making dred nee a 
it. In no quarter has any attempt been made to 
prove that Dr. Ja:neson had justice or reason on 
his side when teking his invasive step-——his delibe- | call ents £0 another 
rate attempt tu cneroach on the liberties of his | two-faced pliable law wi 


inone who are led to 
and real manliness in 
spired only by thei 
the liberties of their fello 
bidding of moneylord 
morrow if it suited 
would shoot down, rob 
the very foolish peop 
hood when obtrus: 
inhuman form. 

Without attemptin, 
charge against D 


neighbours. — - burdened. Today ther 


Whence and wherefore, then, this outburst of | the tortures of penal ser 
approval of an appeal to force—to violence? The | was committed at the instig 
military authorities have not been able to prevent | thorities, 
common soldiers from displaying it, and the high- | killing or wounding, 


“est of-the stipendiary magistrates found himself | time _ 6 consider the 


unable to ‘suppress it. Dr. Jameson and his ofli- archists : they are too busy in. aa 
cers are evidently’ heroes in the eyes of many | they profess to administer justly 
people, and thay possibly retain that SOS Just now they are particularly | 


position for some little ae to come, on ee hand te elevate the worsh 


Are ther: 
that at leas! 2. ei 
country have so fae lost. seit common sense as to y. On the homs of this dilem ie ce ee 


_ become indi. scriminate worsllippers of ‘‘force”’ in are indeed ridiculous i 


e 


“eases, hike Shillard’s, are not very far off from the truth, is 


. less importance. 


the main, governing bodies of all kinds work for their own 


of his best, recognising this as the very condition of his being. 
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aye first thought whl have to be, not how much to wet, but 
how much to give. ‘He that would be chiet among vou, Tet 
him be the servant of all” Ab, but you say, is not this our 
ideal? From each his capacity, to each his. nec essities. 

This is a beautiful description of an Anarchist society, but 
will you produce this harmonious whole by the brute force of 


A Reply to S. D. Shallard’s “Why | am not 
an Anarchist.” 


There is little to reply to in Comrade Shallard’s article. On 
many .points his views and ours are absolutely identical. Tn 


his first statement, “ I would rather be making more Socialists — 
than be criticising any section of those already existing,” he | 
has my hearty sympathy. “Some Anarchists seem to be under | 
the impression that to abuse Social Democrats, who in many 


the best way to preach Anarchy, and that the explanation of | 
our principles in a clear and logical manner is a matter of much | 
Ido not believe in trying to convert a man 
by calling him names, and I prefer to yeserve my. hard words... 
for the common enemy. 

And here I have a word to say to Shallard. Is it quite fair 
to talk as if Anarchist Socialists were Individualists of the 
Tucker-Spencer school? In reality Anarchist- Socialists are as 
wide apart from the Individualists and Mutualists as E. 8. 
Shallard is from Herbert Spencer. To Anarchists, Socialists, 
and Individualists alike, the State is the abomination of desola- 
tion. But Herbert Spencer and E. 8. Shallard believe in the 
State, but their notions as to its functions, and their ideas as 
to property, are wide as the poles asunder. The Individualist- ; 
Anarchist believes in private property, which the Anarchist- 
Socialist would make the property of the community. So 
please, Comrade Shallard, don’t argue as if we want all men to 
become Robiuson Crusoes. This is an admirable argument — 
against the Individualist, but it won’t do against us. We 
agree with you, that man is better off when working in asso- 
ciation with his fellows, but, unlike some Social Democrats, we | ~~ 
would not force him into association with others by the blud-— 
geon of the policemah and the bayonet of the soldier. Asso- — 
ciation must be voluntary, ‘and the individual allowed perfect 
freedom will soon find out for himself that he is better off 
working in association with his fellows, than on his own little 
piece of land or in his own little workshop. But should he not 
be Robinson Crusoe if he likes? Why should not any indivi- 
dual, or group of individuals, try any experiments in living and 
working that they please, so long as they do not seek to 
fmainple upon the liberty of others to do likewise. Shallard 
speaks of the “arbitrary power” of the committee of a club to 
expel a defaulting member. But has that cominittee any 
arbitrary power ? Cannot the defaulting member appeal to 
a general meeting of the members of the club, if he thinks he 
has suffered any ‘injustice ? What then becomes of the “arhi- 
trary power’ > of the committee? And would not the members , 
of an Anarchist community have power to expel a man who 
trampled upon the liberty of others, who endeavoured to be- 

come a capitalist by seizing more than his fair share of the 
wealth produced by the labour of all, and refusing to do any 
work in return? Anarchism gives alike to the community and | 
the individual the right of rebellion against the tyranny of an | 
individual or number of individuals. But still we should as ~ 
Anarchists use argument and kindly persuasion before resorting 
to these extreme methods. ee 

As-for committees of clubs and municipal councils always — 
working for the “good of the club” and the “comfort of the 
city”, I know some remarkable instances to the contrary. In 


advantage, and it would certainly ve dangerous to give munici- 
pal councils, or the executive government ina Social-Demoeratic | 

r “e 
State, arbitrary power to expel any individual. ‘That the 
individual has‘no rights” might receive some startling illus- 


trations. ee 
“In my ideal society (says Comrade Shallard) cach will give 


the State, or by the “arbitrary power” 
And why should we note 
be strong; vigorous, fal an ayy, aoe 


caitipposed of many vot ‘liens aaa 
the same pitch of exaltation, will oe 
and we shall see 
idealists. 


{Tune—** One day nearer. hom ‘ a 
 O’er the hills the sun is rising, 
Flooding earth with beaution: hee. 


Birds have ceased thei: 


For their heavy bur 


Getrine on.—-" The EK 
creased its size. 


of rulers and governors ” 
xalt.the individnal, if the individu: 
1 to the tulle! 
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Will you join in the Fight? 


Birds wake up with songs of gladnes 
Nature seems so pure and bright. 
But in towns reigns murky dar 
oe Dewal down sua eri 


Beings no a 
How sunless h 
From dewy m 
Oh, how sad_ 

Has no 109 


See King Pover ty's” 
Hovering round u 
Snatching up some fa: 
As he starves on | 
Help for him is no 
Hope for him i 
Oh, that he sho 
Often in the 
Oh, that be sh 
Often in the 
Who th 

Who the 
Doverty, Ww 
With hi 

On every han 
Sisters are. Ww 

Who ainong 5 

This eruel 1 


In the west the sun is 6 
Nature speaks of pe 


Darkness spreads o'er 
Bat our slaves in lanes a 
Find no rest in myeht - 
18. pressing 
Drive refreshing sleep away ; 
Yes, their heavy burdens: pressing, 
Dr Ive re freshing. sleep away. 
Gird on your swords so sharp aud brig 

Soldier, be Weng forthe fight! | 

For the din cf distant Le tones 


For ‘ieee is eee Aguile to do 


Oh, be ready on that morming =” _ 
Rei ay when the trumpets eal ! 
Gk. 


U ON HAD Naks lone 


‘Fobrand (Porthand, 0. gon) bas im 
Well done, Addis aud. group: lL _ 


ae 
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Anarchist on- Anarchy, | 
By ELISEE RECLUS. 
In Defence or Emma Goldmann arid 
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| Why I Am a Communist, by William 
Am an Expropriationist, by L. 8S. Bevi 


THE ANARCHISTS OF LONDON 


ILL HOLD A _ _. : 
Nae - 1 -~ Any of the fellowing Pablica 


a gpg Fabs 
Public Meeting | Heer ec deu aay eae 
AT THE = 


C LUB AND INSTITUTE UNION HALL, | OP 
OLERREN WELD ROAD, (next, to Holborn Town Hall), AN APPEAL TO. Tae 


“On Thursday, {9th-March. 21896, Translated from the French. 
To Commemorate the Declaration of the Commitine of Paris, ANCE BO aL 
and to reiterate the International Protest against the | 
brutalities used in its suppression. pina THE . aN 
ter K tk; a ge sae j Tochatti | ISTIC EVOLUTIO 
eter Kropotkin, Tom Pearson, ames Tocha Tye) 
A\hice Krane, Will Banham, W. Wess, C. E. Ford, REVOLUTIONARY GO E 


). Presbury, C. T. Quinn, Chas. Morton, J. Caplan, | REVOLUTIONARY S 
It. Rocker, KH. Malatesta, and Louise Michel. 2 
Hour open at i 45; ; commence at 8.30. Collection. | By. ERRICO 
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